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UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL LOCAL HIGHWAYS PANEL 

MINUTES – 03 April 2017 18:00 

COUNCIL OFFICES LONDON ROAD 

SAFFRON WALDEN 

 
Chairman: 
 
Panel Members: 
 
 
 
 
Apologies: 
 
 
Officers: 
 

 
Councillor S Walsh 
 
Councillors S Barker, R Gooding and J Lodge (Essex County 
Council). 
Councillors, R Chambers, J Freeman and G Sell (Uttlesford 
District Council). 
 
Councillors J Davey, A Mills and A Townsend (Uttlesford 
Association of Local Councils).   
 
S Church (Highway Liaison Manager), B Ferguson 
(Democratic Services Officer – UDC), and R Long (Highways 
Liaison Officer). 
 
 
 

 

Item  Owner 

1. Welcome and Introductions: 
 
Cllr Walsh welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

 

2. Minutes of meeting held on 16 January 2017: 
 
The minutes of UDC Highway Panel meeting held on 16 January 2017 
were approved as a correct record 

 
 

 

3. Update on schemes approved in 2016-17: 
 
LUTT162023 - Newport railway bridge advanced signage 
 
The Highways Liaison Officer updated members on schemes approved in 
2016-17. All schemes on the first two pages of report 1 had been 
completed apart from LUTT162023. However, installation works are due to 
commence early in the 2017-18 financial year. 
 
LUTT163001 - Catons Lane, Saffron Walden 
 
Cllr Lodge said LUTT163001 was too expensive and made members 
aware of a housing development on Catons Lane which he said could 
contribute financially to the scheme.  
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LUTT162011 - A1060, Leaden Roding  
 
Cllr Barker asked the Highways Liaison Officer what could be done with 
regards to the cancellation of LUTT162011. The Highways Liaison Officer 
said investigators had been to the site, and all that could be achieved, had 
been achieved. Cllr Barker asked if countdown markers could be installed 
on the approach to the speed limit. The Highways Liaison Officer said this 
would need to be submitted as a new request. 
 
LUTT162010 - Belchams Lane junction with Cambridge Road, Quendon 
 
Cllr Lodge asked why scheme LUTT162010 was estimated to be £200,000 
and said that a new development of 18 houses in Quendon could 
financially contribute to the scheme. The Highways Liaison Officer stated 
that the scheme was expensive as realignment of the junction would be 
required. A topographical survey and detailed design would also be 
necessary if this was to be considered a potential scheme. These could be 
funded from the 2017-18 budget if the panel agree to fund them.   
 
LUTT165004 and LUTT165003 - High Street, Saffron Walden  
 
Cllr Lodge asked why there were no RTPI signs on Saffron Walden High 
Street. The Highways Liaison Officer stated she had been told schemes 35 
and 36 had been completed.  
 
LUTT172007 - B1417 Braintree Road, Felsted - safety measures as 
recommended in the feasibility study 
 
The Highways Liaison Officer updated members on changes to schemes 
approved for 2017-18. LUTT172007 had no estimated cost identified at the 
time of the last meeting. The Highways Liaison Officer confirmed this 
would cost £20,000.  
 
LUTT172002 - Slip road off Chelmsford Road, Hatfield Heath - 
amendments to the existing island 
 
The Highways Liaison Officer told members LUTT172002 had been 
estimated at £25,715. 
 
The Highways Liaison Officer updated members on schemes where 
funding had been provisionally agreed but now have been cancelled due to 
either not meeting ECC criteria or because no viable scheme solution can 
be found. 
 
LUTT162053 - B1256 between sewage works roundabout and Queen Vic 
roundabout 
 
LUTT162053 had been deemed unfeasible by Highway Officers. 
 
LUTT162056 - Littlebury Green Road / LUTT162059 Water Lane, 
Radwinter  
 
Schemes LUTT162056 and LUTT162059 related to the implementation of 
‘quiet lanes’ and both had been cancelled. Cllr Sell and Cllr Chambers 



 

 

 

3rd April 2017 Uttlesford District Council 
 

asked for clarification on this policy. The Highways Liaison Officer 
explained that the ‘quiet lane’ policy was based on volumes of traffic and 
speed. LUTT162056 had not met the criteria in terms of speed. 
LUTT162059 had been cancelled due to a review in the ‘quiet lane’ policy. 
The Highways Liaison Officer explained it was not worth looking at this 
scheme until the policy had been reviewed. The Chairman agreed that this 
policy needed to be resolved.  
 
LUTT162060 - Bullocks Lane, Hope End, Great Canfield- No Through 
Road signage 
 
Cllr Barker raised a point related to LUTT162060 and explained the 
problems Heavy Goods Vehicles had caused on Bullocks Lane. She asked 
if anything could be done to prevent HGVs accessing the road. The 
Highways Liaison Manager said signage did not stop HGVs as many lorry 
drivers were from abroad and could not necessarily interpret the signs. She 
said one way to solve the problem would be to contact Satnav companies; 
this issue had been escalated within ECC. Another option would be to use 
a ‘Lorry Symbol’ sign to mitigate the language barrier.  

 

4. Potential Schemes List for consideration of Panel in 2017/18: 
 
The Highways Liaison Officer explained to members that only £3,285 was 
left in the Highways Budget and asked members if they were happy with 
the programme of works. The Chairman reminded members that a 
financial top-up had already been received and therefore if changes were 
to be made, an agreed scheme would have its funding cut.  
 
Cllr Barker raised the issue of safety barriers outside the library in Great 
Dunmow. The library entrance is on a busy road and poses a significant 
risk to children. If a barrier was to be erected, it would have to come out of 
the Highways budget as it was on Highway Land. The Highways Liaison 
Officer stated this scheme would cost £5,000. Cllr Chambers asked, as this 
was a safety issue, why ECC could not contribute financially. The 
Chairman said the footway scheme in Great Easton could have £10,000 of 
funds diverted to cover the Great Dunmow library barrier scheme. The 
Highways Liaison Officer added that the Great Easton scheme could be 
funded over two financial years, easing the stress on the budget. It was 
agreed by members to divert £10,000 from the Great Easton scheme to 
fund the barriers outside of Great Dunmow Library.  
 
The Highways Liaison Officer told members scheme LUTT172006 would 
cost £10,000 to redesign but as the road was in a state of disrepair, the 
money would come out of the maintenance budget. However, members 
were told the costs to cover the curbing would have to be factored into the 
next financial year. 

 

 

5. Update on Highway Rangers 
 
The Highways Liaison Officer gave a verbal update on the changing 
processes of the Highway Rangers. The Highways Liaison Manager said 
the process would not alter significantly for UDC. Rissa Long would still 
manage the process but there would be a new email address which would 
be sent around at a later date. The reports sent to ECC would also look 
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slightly different.  
 
Cllr Barker mentioned there was some confusion from parish clerks when 
dealing with Highway maintenance issues. Cllr Gooding agreed, saying 
many maintenance issues were sent to the Highways Panel instead of the 
maintenance panel. The Highways Liaison Manager said that a 2-tier 
training scheme was required and this would be arranged between Rissa 
Long and herself. She summarised the main problem as a limited 
maintenance budget. Cllr Gooding explained that signage should be a 
maintenance issue, not a highways one, but due to a limited budget, 
signage was not a priority. 

 

8. AOB 
 
Cllr Sell mentioned the reduced Uttlesford Community Transport budget, 
specifically the fact that it does not take into account the rural nature of the 
district. He thought it would be a good idea to invite the district’s 4 ECC 
Councillors to share his concern regarding the reduced funding. This would 
take place after the ECC election.  
 

 

9. Date of next meeting: 
 
TBC 

 

 

 

 

The meeting closed at 18:45 


